NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: The Parish Office re-opens at 9.00 a.m. tomorrow (6" January) after the N

Christ b k. S 222 .
ristmas brea — === St Michael with St Mary
Ladies Group meets on Wed |5% January, 7:30pm in the Portland Arms. As ever, all /]

are invited for a chance to enjoy each other’s company and support a much-loved local
hostelry.

Services this Week

All services take place at St Michael’s unless otherwise stated.

Sunday, 5% January 2025

Epiphany
8.00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9.30 am. Parish Eucharist
6.00 p.m. Holy Eucharist (St Mary’s)

Wednesday, 8" January 2025

9.00 a.m. St Michael’s School Service
10.00 a.m. Morning Prayer
10.30 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Sunday, 12" January 2025
First Sunday of Epiphany

8.00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9.30 am. Parish Eucharist
6.00 p.m. Evensong (St Mary’s)

Contact Information:
Vicar: The Rev'd Jonny Lloyd: vicar@parishofstmichaels.org.uk

Parish Office:  Georgie Ray: admin@parishofstmichaels.org.uk
(9.00 a.m.—12.00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday)

Telephone: 01727 835037
Website: www.stmichaels-parishchurch.org.uk
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Welcome to our all-age worship this morning, celebrating the visit of the Magi to the
infant Jesus (Epiphany). Junior Church does not meet today, but the children’s corner
contains themed-worksheets, books and toys if you'd like to keep little people busy- but
there is no obligation to use it! If you need privacy (e.g. nappy change) the Tower Room
is available and has sound relay of the service.

Toilets are available in the Parish Centre at the east end of the churchyard; please see a
steward for access. All are welcome to stay for refreshments after the service in the
Parish Centre. If you are new, we would love to meet you!

Collect

Creator of the heavens,

who led the Magi by a star

to worship the Christ-child:

guide and sustain us,

that we may find our journey’s end
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60: 1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come,

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,

and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around;

they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,

and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;

your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,

the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,

the young camels of Midian and Ephah;

all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,

and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 2: 1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews!? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israe
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also
go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place
where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
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Prayer Over the Gifts
Lord, accept the gifts of your Church, not gold, frankincense and myrrh, but the sacrifice
and food they symbolise: Jesus Christ, who is Lord for ever and ever. Amen.

Please remember in your prayers:

e Allin fuel poverty this winter, and for the charities that support them

e Those who are travelling far from home

e That in this season of Epiphany we might see more clearly into the depths of
God’s love for us

e Those who are ill, including: Ben Collins, Jacqui Follett, Debbie Greenwood,
Helen Huson, Rachael Hymas, Ingrid Kluckova, Sam Mahoney, John Polhill,
Alice Reardon, Cora Marie Varshney, Cecily Whitehead, Nat Young

e Alan Allkins, all the recently departed, and those who mourn them

e  This week the diocese asks us to pray for Churchwardens, giving thanks for their
work and talents



